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Argument 



The downfall of Troy and the overthrow of Priam's ancient realm, now drew nearer 
and nearer. By the advice of the crafty Ulysses, a colossal horse was constructed of 
wood, within which several of the most courageous heroes concealed themselves, while the 
Greek army went on board their ships, feigning to have left the coast of Troy forever. 
The Trojans looked with much astonishment at the wooden horse, but were told by Sinon, 
a Greek fugitive, that thfe Greeks had built it with a view to propitiate Minerva, because 
they had taken her statue from the city. Laocoon, who had heard that his fellow citizens 
were about to transport the dangerous gift to the city, hastened to the gates, and conjured 
them to give up the undertaking. At the close of his speech, he struck against the side 
of the horse, from which resounded a feeble clash of aims. Laocoon then went with his 
sons to the temple of Neptune, but while there preparing the offerings, two enormous 
serpents, which came from the Isle of Tenedos, suddenly attacked him, coiled their im- 
mense bodies around his sons; Laocoon rushing upon the monsters to save his children 
became entangled himself and all died a doubly-painful death. 

The death of Laocoon, was considered by the Trojans a punishment by the gods, 
fur violating that present which the Greek had left. The infatuated people hastened 
with triumphant exultation, to convey the colossal horse to the Palladium. Rejoicing at 
their deliverance from the dangerous enemy, the hapless inhabitants now abandoned 
themselves freely to wine, dance and joy, until a late hour of the night. At last, while 
they were buried in sleep and intoxication, the Greek fleet returned. Sinon, the fugitive 
traitor, put a ladder to the wooden horse and opened a secret door, and thus a number 
of Greek heroes were already in the city walls. They easily overpowerd the drunken 
guard, and admitted the Greek army within the walls of Troy, to search of prey and 
murder. Priam was slain, Hecuba his queen, his daughters and Andromache, Hectors 
noble spouse, were led away captives. Cassandra, the sister of Hector and who alone in 
her prophetic visions had divined the treacherous attempt of the Greeks, was buried in 
the ruins of the citv. 
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No. 1. 

(Enter Priam, Hecuba, Helenus, Polyxene and princes, the children of Priam. Aeneas at the head of 
the Trojan soldiers, Ascagne leading the children, followed by the priests of Neptune and Jupiter and 
the people. Priam and Hecuba seat themselves on their throne. The various groupes pass them, and 

deposit their offerings of flowers, fruit, etc., on the altar.) 

March and Hymn. 

Chorus: God, thou protector of Troy, the eternal, 

Grant acceptance of our sacrifice, 
And from the happy and true hearted people, 
Joyful hymns accept in praise. 
To you, our help in need, we bring our offrings, 
To you, our help and refuge! 
God of Olympus! God of seas! 
Great ruler of the universe! 
Oh accept our gifts. 

No. 2. 

Danses and popular games. During the combat of the wrestlers, Andromache enters with Astyanax. 
The child carries a basquet of flowers, which he places at the foot of the altar, after which Andro- 
mache leads him before Priam's throne. The king rises from his throne, tenderly embraces his son 
and blesses him. Hecuba also blesses him. A painful feeling seems to settle over the assemblage. 
Andromache weeps aloud, and taking the child by the hand leads him away, midst the sorrowing 

murmur of the people.) 

Chorus: Andromache and her son! 

Oh fated hour! There the cries of mirthful and jubilant people, 
And here but gloomy forebodings, profoundest mourning! 
See her deep, silent grief. n 

Wives and mothers, weep at the affecting sight. 

(Cassandra steps in front.) 

Cassandra: Alas! Weep not, widow of Hector! * 

Misfortunes, greater far, shall press the bitter tear from thine eyes. 

(Cassandra leaves the scene.) 

No. 3. 

(Aeneas enters, addressing the king.) 

Aeneas: Behold, great king, on yonder plain 

Thy people in great excitement 

Fly, as if panic stricken. 

Nothing can arrest them. 

Some mysterious terror has seized upon them; 

Laocoon, mistrusting, and denouncing as treacherous 

Yonder work of the Greeks, 

Bends his bow, and quivering 
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He exhorts the people, the work to destroy 

With fire and flame. 

Just then rise from the waters, swelled with rage 

Two monstrous serpents. 

Advancing over the shining sand, 

They rush at the priest of Apollo, 

And coil their terrible bodies around him; 

Fiery vapors issue from their nostrils, 

Their mighty fangs they pierce in the heart of their victim! 

They devour him before our eyes! 

No. 4. 

Octett and Chorus. 

(Priam, Panthee, Chorebe, Helenus, Hecuba, Polyxemis and people.) 

Heaven's wrath has descended, 

Horror, by fate decreed, 

Vengeance divine, deathdealing terror 

Descends in our midst unawares. 

Punishment so severe, fills all with fear and trembling, 

Ah, at this sight the blood chills within my veins. 

Laocoon! a high priest, 

The chosen mark of wrath divine! 

By the serpents devoured! oh horror! 

No. 5- 

Recitative- 
Aeneas: May Minerva, the divine, protect us. 

We implore her aid in this new danger. 
'Tis but too true, the sacrifice just brought, 
Pallas will yet revenge. 

Priam: To appease her anger, 

My orders obey, without delay. 

Aeneas: On mighty rolers raised, 

Stands the colossal horse. 
Let the people take hold, and in triumph 
Conduct it to the Palladium. 
In pomp it enter Troy. 
Oh gift miraculous, with joy we greet thee! 
Maiden and soldiers! with flowers strew the way, 
Your joyous chant uuite with the lyre's sweet sound 
And the trumpet ring. 



Chorus: Then for the feast prepare, form the triumphal march! 

All fall in line! 

With flowers strew the way to the gates of the city! 
Let the trumpet and lyre swell the volume of song! 

(Cassandra enters with hair flowing, and in great excitement.) 

Cassandra: Misfortune! Oh woe! 
Chorus: Minerva! Pardon Troy! 

No. 6. 

(While the people are departing, Cassandra has drawn aside; when finding herself alone, she steps forward.) 

A i r. 

Cassandra: No! heaven may forbid, for me this feast to witness, 

Vain is the hope here to warn! 
Destiny must he fulfilled! This people is condemned. 
The Gods have resolved their ruin. 
Frightful yawns the abyss! 
Oh what cruel memories! 

Glories of our beloved land, doomed to ignoble fate! 
Glorious visions of future greatness, how alluring! 
Oh Chorebe! oh Priam! 
Vain are your efforts of courage! — 
My eyes grow dim with tears at your sad fate. 



No. 7. 

Finale. 

March of Trojans. 

Chorus: Beloved by Gods, thou daughter of Olymp, 

In shining armor, helmet crowned, 
Goddess of wisdom and war, heaven's fairest daughter! 
Shield us from ill and be propitious, 
Let Hion withstand her foe! 

Cassandra: Ha! the fatal procession appears before the walls, 

The enemy comes! oh treacherous plot to invest the city! 
The foolish people, here assembled for pleasure, 
In their mad joy, neglect the orders of the king. 

Chorus: Oh hear our voices, virgin divine! 

With softest accent of Dindymion, 
Mingle merrily our melodies, 
Blending gaily with the Trojan lyre. 
The Phrygian trumpets blast rings through the air! 

(Cassandra standing alone in front of the scene.) 



Cassandra: The chorus swells in volume. 

The colossal device of the foe now advances. 
There it is! 

Chorus: Strew with roses the way, fragrant wreaths deck your dwellings. 

In whirling dance enjoy, happy children, fortune's hour; 
Like snowflakes sprinkle fragrant flowers, 
Deck gaily Pallas's temple. 
Mirth and joy reign supreme! 

(The song of the people suddenly ceases, they look at each other in amazement.) 

Cassandra: Mighty Jove! — they are halting, 

All is stir and excitement! 
Oh God! — if . . . 

(Some of the populace:) 

Chorus: What is this? What has happened to alarm the people? 

(Some of the women:) 

What mysterious noise there within the collossus? 

(The sun breaks from behind the clouds.) 

What happy omen! Renew the song! 
Proud Pergamos unveiled, 
Flaming in wonted splendor, 
Triumph beams* from its height! 

(Cassandra, when she sees the procession moving away.) 

Cassandra: Ah! hold on! beware! 

Aye, with fire and hatchet attack the flanks of this monstrous horse! 

Laocoon was right! It hides the murderous foe. 

My voice refuses! — 

Is there no hope, oh cruel ruler of Olymp? — 

Thus to destroy thy people! Oh inexorable fate! — 

Blindly rushes to destruction a people, doomed by the Gods! 

They enter! — all is over! 

Destiny is fulfilled! 

Hectors sister, go and die, 

Die under the ruins of Troy! 

End. 
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r i t t r 



escends. 



in our midst 



un-a - wares . 



ter - ror oei 
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Pun - 

/ Chorus Bass. 




Aeneas. 



31 



i 



Pun - 

Helenus . 



p r "? ^ 



- ishment so 



s 



k 



se 



vere 



t 



U 



i 



94 



- - )) \>hb J) | 



fills all 



with fear and 



pr "p y 



■7^ 



. ishment so 



se 



vere. 



$ 



, n J | J Jil JL^ 



fills all 



with fear and 



aa^^ 



B 



M*rt 



Jh> J) * v =£ 



\- 



SE 



in ni\ 



veins 



in 



my veins 



iy veins in 



my 



'^ tJ'v i J 




** 



pi^N 



fg*> j' * »' I 



?$ H'* fr 




Aeneas. 



- lit 



J 



* 



I 



«r tfp p i 'iHt ^N 



ii 



tremb - 

Helenus. 



g* 



Pun - ish . ment so se - vere 



fills— 



P 



$ 



i 



Pun-i 



» r » P . i Q yi =i 



tremb - 

^iChorebe. 



a 



£ 



- ling! 



ish- ment so se - vere 



fiUs_ 



Jl 



e 



^ 




i 



Pon- 

Panthee. 



- ishment so se- -vere 



1 



1 fift r 



fills all with fear and 



s 



^=^M 




Pun - ishment so se - 



Priam. 



* 



Tf- Bfi i 



Pan - ishment so se - vere. 



fills 




SOPRANO and ALTO. 



psotto voce 



Chorus 
bass. 



y y -^m 



Pun- -ishment so se- 



veins in my veins in mv veins 



\ 



my veins 



*2 



j a Ascagnc 









Cassandra 



Pun- 



- ishment so se - vere 



fills 





Hecuba. 
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Pun- 



- ishment so se - vere 



nils 




£ 



an 

Helenus . 

? all 

J Chorebc 



* % t> $ \ j 



% 



with fear and tremb - 



- ling! 



> \*r pr *fe 



Pun . ishment so se - 



£ 



J 0^1 J 



$ 



* 



iE 



with fear and tremb - 



- lingl 



m 



*W5& 



i 



Pun 



p r *P P i 



ishment so se - 



» 



^ 



e 



tremb - 

Panthee. 

id- 



ling! 



Pun - ishment so se - 




p*p p p i i^. J 



with fear and tremb - 



I 



i 



£ 





- ling! 



Pun -ishment so se. 
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the cho. sen mark of wrath di . vine, by the serpents devoured bv the serpents de. 
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the cho. sen mark of wrath di'- vine, by the serpents devouredby the serpents de. 
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the cho. sen mark of wrath di . vine, by the serpents devoured by the serpents do. 
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the cho. sen mark of wrath di . vine, by the serpents devoured by the serpents dn. 
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high . priest, the cho. sen mark of wrath di - vine, bytheserpents devoured by the serpents de. 
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May Mi.ner.va the di .Tine, pro - ieci as! . we implore her aid In this new 
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Recit. 
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danger/Tis but too true, the sacrifice just brought Pallas will yet re . vengel 



Priam, 




wrath,my orders o.bey without de . lay! 



On mighty rolers raised^tands the Greeks colossal 
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horse, let the peo.ple take hold, and in tri -nmph con - dnct it to the PaLla_di _ 
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Allegro non troppo. (it? = J) 




in pomp it en.ter Troyl 



h gift mi.ra _ cu.lons, 
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with joy we greet thee! 
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sol.diersl with flow - ers strew the way! 
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with the lyres sweet sound 



_with the train - - pets 

Panthee and Priam. 
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Listesso tempo. 

i^ ,Ascagne. 
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Then for the feast prepare 



form the tri. am - phal march! 
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Ah woe! 



ah woe! 
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Then for the feast prepare, 
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form the tri. urn . phal march! 
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ring! 
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Then for the feast prepare, 
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form the tri. am - phal march! 
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Then for the feast prepare , 

Panthee. 



form the tri. am . phal march! 
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All 
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form the tri. am . phal march! 
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L'istesso tempo. 



Then for the feast pre . pare, 



form the tri. am - phal 
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with flow, ers strew the 
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all 



fall in line! 



with flow- ers strew the 
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in line I 
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with flew, ers strew the 
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fall in line! 



with flow - ers strew the 



'A 1 ' f' 



I 



£ 



give 



your TroyL 
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give 
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fall in line! 



with 



flow, ers strew the way 
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fall in line! 
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flow, ers strew the way 
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with flow . ers strew the 
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way 




to the gates of the ci _ - . ty! 



=fek 



P 



-e^- 



$ 



£ 



P 



way! 
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to the gates of the ci . 



the gates of the ci _ 




way 



to the. gates of the ci . . . ty! strew with flowers the 
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strew the way. 



strew with flowers the 




Let the trnm - - pet and lyre 



swell the vo - 



- lame of song] 
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va 
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va 



£ 



have 
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Let the trum ... pet and lyre 



swell the vo . 



- rame of song! 
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Let the tram ... pet and lyre 



swell the vo 
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. lume of song! 
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Let the trumpet and lyre 
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swell the vo - 
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- hmie of 



way! Let the trum . - pet and lyi 




swell the vo . 
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let (he trumpet and lyre 
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swell the vo - - tame of 
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on 



Troy!. 
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on 
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on 
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Let the trumpet and lyre 



swell the vo . . rame of song!. 




Let the trumpet and lyre 



swell the vo - . lame 




song swell the vo.tame of song! 



let the trumpet and ly . . . re, 




song swell the vo.lnme of song! 



strew with ro.ses the 
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song, let the trumpet and lyre swell the vo . lame of song! 
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oh woe! 
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let the lyre swell the to- lume of song! 
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let the lyre swell the vo- lame of song! 
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let the trumpet and lyre swell the vo. lume of song! 



Ha! 
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way let the trumpet and lyre swell the vo - lume of song! 



Ha! 
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Cassandra. 
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ah woe ! 




Pi 



AMr, 




60 




as 



N?6.Air. 

Allegro assai agitato. (104 = J) 
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for roe this feast to wit - - ness! 
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riten. a tempo 



riten. 



a tempo 
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riten. 



a tempo 
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I ft I J t r J i*u 




doomed to 



ig-no-ble fate! 



Glorious vi - Bions of greatness! 




un poco riten. 



a tempo 




oh how at - - lu - ring! Oh Cho - re - be! oh 

un poco Hten^ n tempQ 





un poco rtten, 



tttempo 
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Priam! 



unpoco riten. 



Vain your 
a tempo 
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dim with tears, my eyes grow dim 
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tears. 
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March of the Trojans 
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Allegro non troppo e pomposo. 
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Be - lov'd bv Gods 
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thou daughter of 0-lymp! In 
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. «/«» - JoVd bv_l 
BASS 2$. _£ 



Gods 



thou daughter of 0-lymp! 




. shi - ning ar-mour, hel-met crow - ned! 



.God - 



- dess 



of 




shi - ning ar-mour, hel-met crow- ned! 



God - 



- dess 



of 
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shield us from ill and be pro -pi - 
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- tions! 



shield us from ill and be pro -^ pi -tions! 
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shield us from ill and be pro - pi- tions! 
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Pal - las pro - tect us from our 
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foe! 





Cassandra. 
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The foo-lish people, here as - sembled for pleasure, in their mad- uess ne 
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or - ders of the King! 





daughter of - lvmp ! 
SOPH. 24 and ALT. 



- ning ar-mour, hel-met crow - ned ! 
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Mi-ner - 




daughter of - lymp! 



- nin ar-mour, hel-met crow- ned! 
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daughter of - lymp ! 




In shi - ning ar-mour, hel-met crow- ned 1 
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and war, hea - vens fair-est 




Cassandra. 




w j j f * 



2 n - d S0PR. 




70 




i 
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Gods 
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thou daughter of - lymp! 
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shi - ning armour,helmet erown - ed! 
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of wis - dom 




Nht - fling armour, helinot crown - edl 
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hel - met erown - - ed! God - 
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joy reign su-preme! 
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reign su-preme! 
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reign su-preme! 
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reign su-preme! 
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us now 
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